
 



The late U.S. House Speaker Thomas P. òTipó OõNeill is credited with coining the 
phrase, òAll politics is local.ó What he meant was that a politician's success is 
directly tied to oneõs ability to understand and influence the issues that concern his 
or her constituents. Similarly, WMRC ð First Class Radio ð understands that those 
who live within the stationõs listening area want to know about what matters to 
them, their families, and their communities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WMRC is more than the best source of current local òneed to knowó information. The 
station is like your neighbor or friend who goes along with you to the annual fishing 
derby, shares important consumer information at the Business Expo or health tips at 
the Senior Expo. When you canõt make it to one of Claflin  Hillõs terrific summer 
concerts at the bandstand, WMRC brings the music into your home. In so many 
ways, WMRC keeps us in touch with local events and helps to bring our community 
together and helps us to stay informed.  
 
Whether youõre a local or state official who needs to share information with 
constituents, a local charity seeking to enlist the support of the community, an area 
business reaching out to customers about a sales event, or an event organizer hoping 
to invite everyone to a major community gathering, WMRC plays a vital role 
communicating these messages in a timely fashion to all who are listening 
throughout our local area. The issues and events that touch our lives on a personal 
level, that are important to our daily experience as members of this community, 
reach us through our local radio station WMRC. It makes a difference when we 
listen!  
 
Senator Richard T. Moore  
Worcester & Norfolk District  

 

When someone in the Greater Milford area 
turns on their radio in the morning, they 
want to know what happened in their town 
last night at the Selectmenõs meeting or 
whether their local school team won òthe big 
game.ó Some might want to know how to dress 
for the dayõs weather or what their child can 
expect for school lunch. During the winter, 
they also need to know if school is cancelled or 
delayed. They donõt get that kind of practical, 
but essential, day to day information from the 
television network news or morning shows 
and they usually donõt get it from most of the 
print media.  

WMRCé It makes a difference when we listené 
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To The Entire WMRC Staff  
 
 
I read your 14 -90 Society Email Blasts each week with 
admiration of the job you are doing staying connected 
to your community.  It is always an impressive AND 
educational read for me.  
 
 
Today you have knocked my socks off with your 
Report to the Community.  How impressiveé not only 
the quality of the presentation, but the great work as 
a local broadcaster it reflects.  Page after page of 
connecting to your listeners in a variety of venues 
and programming lead me to say WOW!!!!!!!!!  
 
 
From one broadcaster to another, thanks for doing 
what you do everyday.  Your station is indeed òFirst 
Class!ó 
 
 
Steve Newberry  
Joint Board Chairman  
National Association of Broadcasters  
 



For over 50 years WMRC First Class Radio has been a staple in the community for LOCAL news, 

information and entertainment.  Over the past 2 years WMRC has expanded its efforts to inform and 

entertain on a broader level incorporating a top notch website, social media networking and email 

marketing with our 14-90 Society which connects friends of the station with local happenings and 

information.   Right now we have over 5000 friends and itôs growing everyday! 

The Milford area is fortunate to have an outstanding multi-media 

presence that provides local community programming. The power of 

WMRC was evident with the success of the 2011 Radiothon. Raising over 

$50,000 in one day is a testament to the reach of WMRC and the appeal 

of the Oliva family. Congratulations to Tom and his staff. 

 Steve Ellis, President of the Bright Insurance Agency 



WMRC-First Class Radio 1490AM continues to be the communities' choice for local news, weather, sports, traffic, event 

information, local high school, collegiate and professional sports coverage, CNN News and "what's going on" throughout the region. 

If it's happening around the WMRC listening area, WMRC is either reporting it, or covering it live. 

 

WMRC-First Class Radio 1490AM also provides an outstanding variety of ñat workò hits from artists like Journey, Kelly Clarkson, 

Bon Jovi, Lady Antebellum and Maroon 5 . Our evening line-up features Americaôs Best Music with favorites from yester-year like 

Frank Sinatra, Barbra Streisand, Neil Diamond, Tony Bennett and Patsy Cline. 

WMRC First Class Radio Sports broadcasted over 75 live local high 

school sporting events, including 10 MIAA playoff games. Schools covered 

include: Milford, Hopedale, Medway, Hopkinton, Franklin, Holliston, 

Bellingham, Valley Tech, Nipmuc, Millis and Whitinsville Christian. WMRC 

is also your home for the tradition that is Milford Legion baseball. In addition 

to airing all games on 1490-AM, schools, alumôs, family and friends are now 

able to catch their favorite teams and players live from anywhere in the 

world thanks to our live stream at in the Media Center at 

WMRC Daily News.com.  



2011 was a very busy year in the WMRC News Department.  Covering 

the local news and events for fourteen plus towns is a 24 hour 7 day a 

week job, but itôs also a labor of love. Each week local meetings of all 

kinds are covered and reported on, always focusing in on the facts, and 

whenever possible, the ramifications of the decisions made by your 

leaders. I try to hold them accountable and they know and respect that. 

  

I pride myself on interviewing local officials directly whenever possible. In 

fact, last year I conducted over 250 separate interviews and all were 

óairedô on WMRC Daybreak News and on WMRC Daily News.com. This 

is significant because it gives our listeners the opportunity to hear from 

their officials first hand. My experience over the years puts us on a first 

name basis with local leaders and allows us to get the story first while 

giving our listeners the insight they need. 

  

Some news stories that highlighted the year were the budget issues in 

Mendon, and the Mendon-Upton Regional School district and their 

override votes, the decision to build new high schools in Uxbridge and 

Franklin, the severe weather including Hurricane Irene, the tornado that 

hit the western part of the state, and the incredible snowfall last winter.  

Another major story was the hit and run death of a local resident and the 

subsequent controversy over illegal immigration. 

 

As I enter my 44th year at WMRC-First Class Radio, I pledge to continue 

this effort and strive to be the best source for local and regional news, 

and in depth coverage of events that directly affect the people and 

communities where our listeners live.  

 

WMRC is the pulse of the daily news beat in the Greater Milford 

Area.  If you want information on daily news and happenings, 

including in depth interviews and political analysis and debates, it 

is imperative that you tune into WMRC Day Break News 

with Ed Thompson, 1490 AM. 

Tom OõLoughlin, Chief of Police, Milford 



WMRC is just a great way for me to wake in the morning to hear 

the different events and news going on around our towns.  First 

thing in the morning when I open my eyes I reach for the radio 

dial so I can put on WMRC and listen to daybreak news.  Thanks 

to all the staff and crew for putting together a great morning 

KICK-OFF!!!!  My day wouldn't be the same without it. 

Don White, listener 

Itôs hard to believe, but I started hosting the WMRC Morning Show with Ed Thompson 

way back in 1991!  Weôve come a long way since then, and now I truly believe that 

WMRC Daybreak is the most comprehensive morning show weôve ever had. I make 

sure our listeners are informed everyday with up to the minute LOCAL weather, 

LOCAL traffic reports, and LOCAL sports scores throughout the region.  

 

Daybreak weather gets you ready for the day. When the weather turns harsh, the 

WMRC Storm Center has the latest delays and cancellations. The same goes with 

Daybreak traffic, all the important updates for your morning commute. 

 

WMRC Daybreak gives you complete sports coverage for your favorite hometown 

team with updates on how they did and who they play next. 

  

We keep you entertained with great features throughout the morning, like David 

Lettermanôs Top 10, the E.T. Radio minute, Tony Tantillo with the Fresh Grocer tip of 

the day and Tom Torbjornsen with Americaôs Car Show tip of the day. We also check 

in each week with Paul Surapine from the Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra and the 

Milford Humane Society with the Pet of the Week.  

 

Contests?  We got óem!  BuzzWord, Instant Winning, fun trivia, First Class Radio Prize 

Packs and the Unforgettable 45, and thatôs every weekday morning! 

 

Giving our listeners a great jump start to the day..after all doesnôt everyone want to 

know whatôs going on? Doesnôt everyone want to win something? Doesnôt everyone 

like to be entertained?  6am-9am weekday mornings...Rick Michaels and Ed 

Thompson bring you...WMRC DAYBREAK!!!  

 



What was happening locally on the weekends in 2011?  If you were listening to Living For The 

Weekend you knew!  Hundreds of guests talked about their events and happenings 

throughout the year.  Special guests like James Montgomery, Huey Lewis, Sopranoôs star 

Tony Darrow, author Jeff Belanger and Narragansett Beer president Mark Hellendrung called 

in when they were promoting an event in the area.  We gave away tickets and passes to some 

of the best events in the area and were treated to live performances from dozens of local 

bands.  Living For The Weekend also held itôs first event with the Rock n Golf  Glow Ball 

Classic in October.  Thereôs always something happening in the area... to find out what, where 

and when tune in every Friday morning! 

As publicity chairman for the Greater Milford Community Chorus, I was happy to talk 

with Ray about our recent Holiday Concert. I think "Living for the Weekend" is a great 

resource for knowing what is going on in the area. Ray really helps non-profit groups such 

as ours to let people know what is happening. I am sure it contributed in a big way to the 

three sell-outs for our concert weekend. 

Gail Brown, GMCC 

Itõs always a blast coming on Ray Augerõs show! He keeps the conversation moving 

and fun. Iõd be glad to come back on anytime! 

Jeff Belanger, author of Weird Massachusetts and The Worldõs Most Haunted Places 

Saturdays 10am to Noon 

Fridays 9am to 10am 

In 2011 The Sports Buzz with Matt Romeling and Dennis Alves, continued to cover local high 

school sports, local professional sports and local college sports.  We had many guests on 

including former Milford football standout and current UMASS player Kyle Morgan, Holliston 

football coach Todd Kiley and many more. The Sports Buzz featured numerous professional 

athletes this past year as well; including Red Sox SS prospect Jose Iglesias, former Red 

Sox reliever Hideki Okajima. The Sports Buzz took the show on the road and emanated 

from a long list of local charity events and business promotions in 2011, including the Feast 

of St. Rocco, Celebrate Holliston, and Medway Pride Day and the Milford Daily Bread 

Food Pantry Benefit at Dunkin Donuts. 

I enjoy listening to the Sports Buzz on Saturdayõs. Matt and Dennis  are a fun listen and 

the show is a great mix of local high school and professional sports coverage. 

John Cowen, Hopedale Girls Basketball Coach  

òIt was great having WMRC with us for MIAA playoff run all the way to the TD Garden 

in Boston in 2011! Our fans, families and friends enjoyed the live broadcasts.  We got a lot 

of positive feedback about your broadcasts during the tournament last year. A ton of 

people who couldn't be there, told me that they were tuned in. 

The Hillers and WMRC, a great team!ó 

Tom Keane, Hopkinton Hillers Boysõ Basketball Coach  



WMRC-First Class Radio has been the exclusive voice for the Portuguese community for 

over 30 years. Iôm Sandra Caldas and Iôm proud to host the Voice of Portugal each Sunday 

morning from 8am-11am. I bring you all the local and international news, community 

information, sports news and scores, local events, and great music for our Portuguese 

listeners. Once again I represented WMRC in the Annual Portuguese Parade and Picnic at 

the Portuguese Club. Itôs great to bring the radio station out into the community. 

 

It is always a pleasure to be part of WMRC on Sunday mornings; as well as, being part of a 

dedicated, generous, and caring radio station that is always ready to help our community! 

Every Tuesday, from 9am-10am on WMRC First Class Radio - 1490AM, Co-Hosts Bob Soler 

from the Bulfinch Group and Barry Feingold from the Milford Area Chamber of Commerce 

give radio listeners an informal and informative glimpse into THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE 

BUSINESSES! Biz Buzz is all about who the movers and shakers are that run and own 

successful businesses throughout the area. It's all about what makes them tick, where they 

came from, their accomplishments, their families, their travels, what they like to do, what 

their dreams are, what their hobbies are, in short - who they are! More than ever in this 

world, PEOPLE DO BUSINESS WITH PEOPLE THEY KNOW! Biz Buzz is all about getting 

to know our business leaders in the region in a relaxed way so we can all do MORE 

BUSINESS with each other and GROW! 

 

Over 100 guests had the fun experience of taking part in a Biz Buzz show during 2011! If 

you'd like to be a guest on Biz Buzz, please contact the Milford Area Chamber of Commerce 

at 508 473 6700, chamber@milfordchamber.org 

Tuesdays 9am to 10am 

Sundays 8am to 11am 

Sundays 6am to 8am 

Itôs been close to ten years since I joined the WMRC line-up each Sunday morning, and Iôm 

still thrilled to teach you how to get those grubs out of your shrubs, attract bees to your trees, 

or propagate your peonies.  My show is loaded with valuable information and seasonal tips for 

gardeners including topics like soil, fertilizer, mulch, perennials, annuals, trees, shrubs, lawns, 

flowers, herbs, vegetables, cooking, and gardening supplies. I hope youôll tune in, and maybe 

even give me a call with your questionsé 



Thank you for the opportunity to express our gratitude to WMRC for their continued 

support and involvement with the Boosters Club. With your assistance and the airwaves 

of WMRC, we have successfully run many events in support of the Student-Athletes at 

Milford High School. Over the past year we have held a Porketta Dinner, Wine, Micro 

Brew and Food Tasting night, a Ford Drive One 4 ur School event, and most recently the 

Turkey Day 5K road race, all were well attended and WMRC was a partner in 

supporting these events, taking pictures for your website, raffling off some tickets, and 

allowing us to come on the air to discuss our efforts.  

 

Our proudest moment of the year was the Dick Corbin Senior Awards Night, which was 

inaugurated this past year and will become an annual event. WMRC was right there in 

promoting the night, assisting with the fundraising and getting the word out to the 

community. 

 

We cannot thank WMRC, Ray Auger and the entire WMRC family for the support 

given to the Student-Athletes and the Boosters Club. We are looking forward to 2012 and 

another successful year. We Thank You for your community involvement, from 

broadcasting the MHS games, to allowing groups like us to come in and discuss the 

upcoming events. 

 

WMRC and Milford is truly a partnership in Community! 

 

Thanks again for all that you do, we look forward to working with WMRC in 2012! 

 

Tim Corcoran, President, Milford High School Boosters Club, Inc. 



WMRC - First Class Radio has been great to work with 

over the years. They continually provide the Milford Fire 

Department and Emergency Management with a means 

to provide vital safety information to the public in a 

timely manor. News Director Ed Thompson has worked 

with us to inform the public regarding pending severe 

weather events as well general fire safety and emergency 

preparedness issues. WMRC plays a critical role in 

communicating important safety information to the 

general public. I look forwards continuing this 

relationship in coming years. 

 John P. Touhey, Milford Fire Chief 

WMRC was tremendously helpful in promoting the Greater 

Milford Relay for Lifeõs pre-relay event, Karaoke for a Cure, 

held at Scioliõs Pizza Bar, on Saturday, Feb. 12, 2011.  

WMRCõs Ray Auger, who emceed the event, quickly got the 

festivities started and the crowd was enthusiastic and 

supportive of the cause. One highlight of the evening was when 

Ray put Milford Public School Superintendent Robert (Bob) 

Tremblay on the spot by claiming Bob would only sing if a 

certain amount of money was contributed to a basket placed 

on stage. Of course, a select few knew that Bob actually 

wanted to sing and really didnõt need to be paid, but more 

than $70 was raised and contributed to the benefit. This 

spurred Ray to decide that he would sell Bobõs singing talents 

for an even larger amount. Ray took the stage again and 

informed everyone that he wanted to try for $100 this time 

and if someone chipped in $50, they could choose the song for 

Bob! A short while later, after $230 was raised, Bob found 

himself on stage singing the song, òI Feel Pretty,ó to the 

audienceõs great amusement and appreciation. 

Karen Healey, Greater Milford Relay For Life 

The Milford National has worked with WMRC 

for many years. It is a great local source of news, 

which is very valuable to a community bank like 

Milford National. Our friends at WMRC are 

excellent to do business with. They are responsive, 

supportive of our business goals and objectives, 

innovative, and committed to doing business 

locally. We enjoy doing business with Dick 

Ferrucci, and appreciate all that he and Ed 

Thompson do on a daily basis (as well as the other 

folks there). All of our advertising, through the 

WMRC website, on-air, and through interviews, 

is well targeted to our local audience and we 

consistently receive great feedback.  

We are honored to be affiliated with such a 

professional and reliable news source, and we look 

forward to continuing our relationship with 

WMRC for many years to come! Thank you for 

all you do day in and day out. 

Kristin T. Carvalho 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

Milford National Bank 

I would like to thank the crew at WMRC for 

their help in promoting our Sopranosõ Dinner. 

From the ease of setting up of interviews with 

the talent to content based promotion during 

broadcast, I could not have asked for a better 

partnership. Iõm trying to line-up high profile 

events in 2012 just to work with WMRC 

again! 

Ryan Maloney, President Pro Wine Inc.  

I'm Tony Khoury and I own Gateway Liquors in Bellingham. When WMRC first approached me to advertise with 

them, I have to admit I was a bit reluctant.  I bought an on-air spot after a little persuasion and I was astounded 

with the results! People I had never seen before were coming into the store and telling me that they heard me on the 

radio! My regular customers were coming in and talking about the commercial! WMRC made it easy - they helped 

produce an ad that grabbed and held people's attention! And by using my own voice on the spot, people felt like they 

knew me when they came in! Advertising with WMRC has been an excellent marketing venue for Gateway Liquors 

because it works! I now regularly advertise with them, and business has grown substantially! Thanks WMRC! 

Tony Khoury, Owner of Gateway Liquors in Bellingham 



In 2011 WMRC continued to deliver an 

alternative source of LOCAL news and 

information through the growing success of 

WMRC Daily News.com.  

 

News, Sports, Lifestyle & Entertainment as 

well as resources that go well beyond the 

airwaves while reinforcing the stations 

content.  In 2011 WMRC Daily News.com 

added new features like the Purr-fect 

Adoptions, a collaboration with the Purr-fect 

Cat Shelter in Millis helping to find homes for 

cats in need, and The Steals and Deals 

Marketplace, saving friends of WMRC up to 

50% at local businesses. 

Scan the QR 

Code to be 

taken to the 

WMRC Daily 

News.com 

Homepage. 

You know what we at HMEA absolutely love about WMRC Radio and 

WMRC Daily News.com? Everything!!  Itõs our one stop shop for 

everything local ð news, events, resources, happenings and current 

information -  both up to the minute and also past top interest stories. They 

also provide onsite LIVE coverage of the HMEA Independence 5K Walk 

Run Roll & Stroll each May in Franklin, whether itõs sunny and 70 or 

rainy and 40 they arrive LIVE ð we count on them. In partnership with 

WMRC we have been able to raise over $ ½ million to support 2700 

children and adults from 1-95 with disabilities such as Autism, Down 

syndrome and cerebral palsy in 110 Massachusetts communities. 

Doug MacPherson, VP Development and Public Relations for HMEA 



Save up to 50% and more with local businesses in 

the WMRC Steals & Deals Marketplace.  Gift 

certificates, services, and products, you can find 

something for everyone in the Marketplace.   

 

And not only is the Marketplace saving our friends 

money but itós also encouraging them to Shop Local 

which has been a major focus of the WMRC mission 

over the past year. 

Scan the QR 

Code to save big! 

Streaming live and On Demand... anywhere, anytime.  Youôll find all of your favorite 

shows plus special video and audio presentations in the WMRC Media Center.   Itôs 

the perfect way for our listeners to stay connected no matter where you are!   

WMRC is just the best!!!  I listen every day, and now that you are streaming 

online I listen on vacation too so I know whatõs going on back home!!! 

Mike Daigneau, listener 



Yet another way to stay connected with the WMRC Multi-

Media family.  The 14-90 Society is a club for WMRCôs 

loyal fans to keep up with all the happenings at the 

station and beyond.  Each week members of the 14-90 

Society receive eBlasts filled with WMRC events, news 

and special announcements, as well as special contests 

and Steals & Deals discounts.  Get more out of your 

relationship with WMRC with the 14-90 Society! 

Sign up today! 

Like the importance of WMRC Daily News.com, WMRCôs connections in the world of Social Media have become 

a staple of everyday, up-to-the-minute communicating with our friends.  Like our other media platforms, we offer 

our friends following us special privileges through contests and special announcements. 

WMRC is the only reliable daily source of 

local information available to the public. 

Itõs vital that I listen every morning. 

Bob Burns, Hopedale Selectman 



In 2011 WMRC continued to give away fantastic prizes on a daily basis 

through daily on-air games and multi-media contests.  The Best of 

TriBond, the First Class Radio Prize Pack and the Unforgettable 45s are 

staples on Daybreak with listeners winning a wide variety of goodies 

from restaurant certificates to board games to the ever-popular 

ice cream cakes from DQ.   

Ray Auger gave Facebook friends a 

chance to win some interesting items with 
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on the weekends throughout the summer. 

Facebook was also home to the 

Summer Fun Photo Contest and 

the Fall Foliage Photo Contest 

where we gave away gift baskets 

and getaways to Smugglerôs Notch. 

The 14-90 Society had their own chance 

to win tickets to shows and concerts and 

other exclusive prizes  

WMRC is a great radio 

station!!!  Youõre always 

helpingéGiving out prizes 

and Steals and Deals to the 

community during these 

hard economic time. 

Jesse Stearns, Listener 

The Workplace of the Week Contest 

rewards our hard-working 

businesses in the listening area with 

lunch and balloons of Fridays! 


